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DOVE BRADSHAW

THE MU S8 h OF COEB EMPOR

Dove Bradshaw’s art changes faster than
most; that is its point and its splendor. And
by acknowledging indeterminacy as central
to the working of the natural world, to a
universe that expands, Bradshaw’s work
exults in the excellence of nature as it is,

in chance and randomness and the
irreversibility of time.

Bradshaw works by setting natural
processes in motion, then withdrawing to
observe the results. Her Contingeney series
demonstrates unpredictable chemistry in
action. Canvases of linen, canvas or Hax
paper incorporate unstable chemicals that
respond over time to changes in light and
humidity and record the process of oxida-
tion. In the Indeterminacy series, stones
bleed into stones, leaving haunting patterns.

The changes occur on two time scales.
There is the immediate action ol the chem-

icals. Then there is the slower, evolutionary

one in which the environment becomes

lection of the artist
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catalyst. Most people who see this art will
not see it change, will not visit the works
often enough and over a long enough
period of time to witness the evolution.
But we knowthat chemistry is at work, we
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F O C U S S E R I E S “Dove Bradshaw/Jan Henle” is on view at MOCA from August 9 through October 25

ART TALK SUNDAY
AUGUST 9, 3 PM

Artist Dove Bradshaw



